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A City Neted for its Historical Wealth in the
Past, and for its Comforiable, Happy Living -
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Leftloright....G. W, Rifley, Vice Pres....George

P. Hopkins, Pres....and Jack Schelg Sec. & Tres,

PHOTO OF FLAG OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE G.Y.A. AND THEIR
REPRESENTATIVES AT THE ANNUAL MEETING OF
THE G.Y.A. HELD AT PASS CHRISTIAN, MISSISSIPPI,
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WELCOME

The Gulf Yachting Association, its Flag Officers and Members, Jjoin

the Pensacola Yacht Club in welcoming you lo its 29th Annual Liplon
Cup Races, which bring logelher Lhe top skippers and crewmen of the
various clubs inlhe Associalion, lo compete for the Fish Class Champ-
ionship. As always, il’s an occasion for the renewal of friendships, and
friendly rivalries of bygone days. The Pensacola Yachl Club Is sparing
no efforl, nautically and soclally, lo make (his occasion a memorable
one, Therefore, as President of the Gulf Yachling Association I bid you

and your guests a warm and hearly welcome - and may the club with
the best skippers win the Lipton Cup.

George P. Hopkins
President,
Gull Yachting Association
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PY O Flag Olficers . . . . .

Lell to Right ... Commodore JohnC. Pace, Vice Commodore Eugene Taylor,
Rear Commodore Henry E, McLaughlin and Treasurer D.D.Barker,
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CAPT. DAVID M. WITHERILL

Il all the color and tradilion of a Liplon Fish Class Regalla
could be expressed in one individual, perhaps il would besl
be embodied in the personalily of Capl. David M. Wilherill,
dean of Fish Class competion.

His Interest inthe field of small boal compelion predeeds lhe
IFish Class boal considerably, for Capl, Dave lays claim lo
the ownership of lhe [irst speed boal in Pensacola walers, Ilis
love [or things naulical lel Lo his life’sbusiness, and a marine
supply slore in Pensacola, lhat still carries his name,

In1920, with the advent of the Fish Class, his experienced eye
recognized a goodboal, and he firmly altached himself to the
class, learning all he could aboul the sclence and lechnique of
whal il lakes lo lead Lhe [leel home.

FFor lwenly nine years Fish Class racing has been his [irst
interest, his first love. Years ago hebecame so” consislentant
a winner thal he earned the monicker of Capt. ‘‘Dependable’’
Dave Wilherill, Ile has lhe distinclion of sailing in every Lip-
lon FFish Class Regalla held. In his twenly nine years of com-
pelition he has amassed Lhe slaggering tolal 6f 342 individual
points in Lipton Fish Class Regallas.

Perhaps his grealesl race was in the 1933 Lipton Regalta al
SL. Pelersburg, when a (ropical hurricane was churning the
walers of Tampa Bay. Ten Fish Class sloops sel out only to
be overcome by winds up to sixly miles per hour, Nine of the
len boals were capsized in Lhis fight for survival, Only one
of the tlen came thru this withering ordeal---‘Dependable’’
Dave had scored again. To this greal fele he very modeslly
gave credil, as always, lo his [ine crew, Joe Marques, main-
sheel and Bill Lurton,

Aside [rom his enviable record in Lipton Regattas he has
many olher honors to his credil, He Is a past Commodore
and Fleel Caplainof P.Y.C.and now a life honorary member,
Iis impressive array of wins include the Kennedy Cup, the
Capl. Dan Sheppard lrophy, and many olhers, The ““Cock-of-
the-Walk'’ Flag being practically regarded as his personal
properly.

Modestl and generous wilh his vast knowledge bul always a
keen and formidable contender on the race course, Capl.
Dave has earned lhe undieing love and respect of those who
sail the Fish Class---{irst, for his lrue sportsmanship, and
second, for his unsurpassed skill and abilily to win fairly.
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SIR THOMAS J. LIPTON
iRAND OLD MAN OF YACHTING

Sir Thomas J. Lipton ----- Grand Old Man of
Yachling, Is withoul peer in the field of inler-
nalional yachlt racing and sportsmanship. As
the donor of the Liplon Trophy, for which Gulf
Coasl Yachlsmen compele annually, he has
eslablished himsell as the palron sainl of all
those who Lhrill to the feel of an honest hoal

boiling along wilh a bone in her teelh. \

BornofIrish parenls, in Glasgow he slarled his
career al Lhe age of eight as a ‘‘greengrocer’s”’
clerkal Lhe aslronomic wage of .60¢ a week, On
requesling araise afler several years he was in-
formed thal he was overambilious. This was
somewhal ironical for the man was lo become lhe
world’s grealesl lea Llycoon, a yachlsman of in-
ternational fame, a personal friend of the Prince
of Wales (Edward VII), a baronel in his Majesly’s
Court, and a member of the Dritish Royal Yachl
Squadron,

Early in his life he salled lo America, where
his success was anylhing bul speclatular. Ile
worked in New York and New Orleans al vari-
ous jobs where he accumulaled $40 belore re-
lurning lo London where he opened a grocery
slore. llere slarls the slory of one of the moslt
successful business enlerprises lhe world has
ever seen, From Lhis humble beginning ex-
ploded a vasl chain of sltores and lea plantalions
that spred all over the Dritish Empire.

lle was well inlo life when he enlered the [ield
of international yacht racing, more specifically,
it was in 1851 when the DBritish sulfered a hu-

milaling defeal al the hands of an American boal
and crew.

)

With tolal disregard for expense, Tom Liplon
spenl lwo million dollars on one of the finest
racing yachls the world had ever seen - a sure
winner, bul once again wilh magnificient, au-
dacily, the Americans overwhelmed our Dril-
Ish brothers. Il was In this race he earned for
himsell an undieing love and repulalion for
superb sportsmanship by all conlestanls. Flve
limes he (ried - five limes he failed, bul each
time he wenl away a gallant looser,

Afler his lasl race in 1930, when he fell the
viclim of Harold 8. Vanderbilt’s famous “En-
lerprise’ he was glven a sumpluous receplion
by the Cily of New York al which he made lhe
humourous commenl lo the effecl thal this re-
ceplion was a considerable improvement lo Lthe
one given him when he first came to America al
lthe age of 17 and thal he was gelling lo be a
“‘Devil of a Fellow”,

It was in 1919, when he was al the pinnacle
of his success, lhat he relurned to New Orleans
and offered the fish class Lipton Trophy lo the

Soulhern Yacht Club. The same Trophy thal has -

provided the slimulus and compelition in the

hard foughlt Liplton regaltas held each year on
the Gulf Coasl,

Our “Grand Old Man of Yacnling” passed on
in1931 of aheartailmenl. le left with two greal
desires unallained - he never married, and he
was never successful in capturing what he loved
lo refer lo as ““thal elusive old mug’ - the
America’s Cup. Bul with him he took lhe ar-
dent love and respecl of every yachisman and
the Llitle of the ““World’s Besl Loser’’. Truly,
a “Grand Old Man of Yachling’’,
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