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“Never despair, keep pushing on!” – Sir Thomas Lipton 
 

Sir Thomas was known for his dogged determination to win.  And despite never succeeding in winning the       
America’s Cup, he was recognized as a true sportsman through all of his efforts.  As we gather to sail Regatta    
Number 1 of our second hundred Sir Thomas Lipton Challenge Cup Regattas, the second half of Sir Thomas’ quote 
inspires me to look back at the tremendous success our association has enjoyed in our first one hundred years and 
then get excited for the next hundred.  Together, let’s “keep pushing on!” toward even greater success in our future. 
 

On that note, and on behalf of your GYA Executive Committee:  Welcome to the 101st sailing of the Sir Thomas 
Lipton Challenge Cup Regatta!  Welcome to the competitors who strive to sail to victory and bring the glory home 
to their yacht club!  Welcome to the GYA Board of Directors and Committee Chairmen who toil to keep our         
association’s sails full and our bow pointed toward a bright future!  Welcome to the support crew and spectators 
who assist and inspire our competitors to leave only their best efforts on the water!  Welcome everyone! 
 

Also on behalf of your Executive Committee:  Thank you!  Thank you to Bay-Waveland Yacht Club for being our 
host once again for the 18th time!  Thank you to Commodore Clinton Edwards, the BWYC Board of Directors and 
Members for opening your beautiful club to all of us.  Thank you to Regatta Chairman, Commodore Basil Kennedy, 
to your committee members and your excellent Race Management team.  And, most of all, thank you to the BWYC 
management and staff for the hard work you have done and will do to make this event a joy to all of us here. 
 

I am sometimes asked what it’s like to be Commodore of the GYA.  My answer is that it’s like having Saints season 
tickets with a front row seat.  It’s a joy to be so close to all the action!  Thank you for the confidence you have 
placed in me to be your Commodore for 2022.  I am looking forward to some great sailing and lots of fun hanging 
around y’all this weekend. 
 

Sail safe, sail fast and have a blast! 

 

Gary J. Rogers 

Commodore 

Gulf Yachting Association 

Commodore Gary J. Rogers 
Jackson Yacht Club 

Jennifer B. Schmidt 
(SYC/MYC)  
Secretary/Treasurer 

Jimmy Ruthven 
(St.AB YC)  
Immediate Past Commo-

Robbie Schmidt  
(SYC)  
Vice Commodore 

Randy Fitzpatrick-Wainwright   
(FYC) 
Rear Commodore 



2022 Lipton Regatta Schedule 
 

September 2-4, 2022  
Schedule of Events (subject to change) 

Friday, September 2nd 
9:00 ---- 7:00                   Boat Measurement (Hoist)  
11:30 – 7:00                    Registration/Check-In (Bar)—Hospitality Desk Open 
5:00                                 GYA Executive Committee Meeting (Board Room), Dinner (Main Dining Room) 
6:00—--9:00               Dinner Service (Main Dining Room) 
7:00                                 Race Committee and Judges Meeting (Board Room) 

 11:00                Club Closes                 
Saturday, September 3rd   

 8:00                      Club Opens                                                                                                                
 8:00 --10:00                   Light Breakfast served in bar by Laux members                                                                    
 8:00 --11:00                   Registration/Check-In/Weigh-In (Bar)                                                                                                   
 8:00--8:50              Capdevielle Committee (Main Dining Room)                                                                             
 8:00--8:50              GYA Foundation (Board Room)                                                                                                 
 9:00--9:45                      Trophy Committee (Board Room)                                                                                                 
 9:00-9:50                        Race Management Committee (Junior Room)                                                                           
  9:00--9:50                      Offshore Committee (Main Dining Room)                                                                               
Other Committee meetings and locations by Committee Chairs to be posted Friday evening                                                               
 9:30----11:30             Bulk Ice and Drinks by Ice Machine for boats                                                                                      
 10:00 –11:00                 GYA Board of Directors Meeting                                                                                                  
 11:00 – 2:00                   Lunch Served by Volunteers Under the Club—go boxes, too. 
 11:15                              Team Captains Meeting (Board Room)       
 11:00 – 2:00                   Lunch menu (Served in Main Bar)    
 12:00                              Flag Raising Ceremony      
 1:30                                Warning signal for Lipton Race 1; Race 2 and 3 to follow after crew changes.  
 5:00----10:00                 Keg Beer (opened after last boat docks until it is empty) and music on Front Deck 
    Commodores’ Society will cook Jambalaya (free ‘til it is gone), and chef will provide 
    light food to supplement jambalaya until commodore’s party ends and lounge doors can 
    be opened to all participants   Band in Dining room 6:00-10:00.    
 7:00 – 8:00                    Commodores party (Lounge) by invitation only.  Yachting Attire    
 8:00              Lounge doors open         
 11:00              Club Closes                                   
Sunday, September 4th             
 8:00                     Club Opens          
 8:00—10:00                   Crew Weigh-In and Crew List        
 9:00--11:00              Bulk Ice and Drinks by Ice Machine for boats     
 8:00 – 8:30                     Sunday Services at the Flagpole        
 8:00 – 6:00                     Hospitality Desk Open (Bar)        
 8:00 – 1000                    Light Breakfast served in bar by Laux members   
 10:30                              Warning signal for Lipton Race 4; Race 5 to follow after crew changes.   
 9:30 – 2:00                     Lunch Served by Volunteers Under the Club—go boxes, too.   
 11:00 – 2:00                   Lunch menu Served in main bar       
 4:30               Latest time for Warning Signal                                
 TBD (approx. 1 ½ hr.             
 after First boat docks)  Trophy Presentation (Main Dining Room) Light Hors d'oeuvres in bar while awaiting 
    results                                   
 9:00   Club Closes 

 
Hospitality/Regatta Desk will be open daily from the time the club opens until 2 hours after the last boat finishes.  
Pick up your charge number here and let us know how we can be of service to you.  Check for messages on mes-
sage board. 
 
The pool will be open Saturday and Sunday from 10:00-9:00.  Please observe our pool rules and SWIM AT 
YOUR OWN RISK.  There may not be a life guard on duty.   Swimming is not allowed from any docks or 
piers.  

 



 
Officials of the 101st Lipton Challenge 

 
2022 Lipton Race Committee 

Clinton Edwards, Principal Race Officer  ................................................................................................................ Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

William Zehner .................................................................................................................................................... St. Andrews Bay  Yacht Club 

Martha Heausler, Scorer .......................................................................................................................................... Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

Richard (Boo) Heausler ........................................................................................................................................... Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

Amy Kramer  ........................................................................................................................................................... Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

Chelise Benvenutti  .................................................................................................................................................. Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

Cary Trapani, Pin Set ............................................................................................................................................... Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

Chris Trapani, Mark Set ..........................................................................................................................................  Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

Becky Trapani  ......................................................................................................................................................... Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

Todd Edwards .......................................................................................................................................................... Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

Anne Edwards .......................................................................................................................................................... Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

Larry Keith ............................................................................................................................................................... Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

Randy Fitzpatrick-Wainwright........................................................................................................................................... Fairhope Yacht Club 

Patrick Burns .............................................................................................................................................................. Pass Christian Yacht Club 

Laura Burns................................................................................................................................................................ Pass Christian Yacht Club 

Mark Currier ............................................................................................................................................................ Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

Harry Chapman II .................................................................................................................................................... Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

 

 

2022 Lipton Judges 
J.C. (Chris) Luppens, Chief Judge .................................................................................................... Houston Yacht Club / Mobile Yacht Club 

Lloyd Causey ................................................................................................................... New Orleans Yacht Club / Pontchartrain Yacht Club  

James (Doc) Hunter ........................................................................................................................................................ Buccaneer Yacht Club    

Karen F. Reisch  ....................................................................... Southern Yacht Club / Pontchartrain Yacht Club / Bay-Waveland Yacht Club  
 

2022 BWYC Lipton Committee 
 Commodore Basil Kennedy-   Regatta  Chairman 

Boat Measurement ..................................................................................................................................................................... William Zehner 

Broadcasters ........................................................................................................................................................... Bubby Eagan / Mac Hadden  

Commodores Society .................................................................................................................................................................... Chris Trapani  

Communications ..................................................................................................................................................................................Beau Gex  

Decorations .................................................................................................................................................................................... Missy Altese 

GYA Meetings ............................................................................................................................................................................. Ernie LaRocca 

Harbormaster ............................................................................................................................................................................... Tommy Elkins 

Hoist .................................................................................................................................................................................................. Larry Keith 

Hospitality ............................................................................................................................................................................ Malin Chamberlain 

Ice and Water .............................................................................................................................................................................. George Riviere  

Manager ....................................................................................................................................................................................... Ernie LaRocca  

Opening Ceremony ...................................................................................................................................................................... Basil Kennedy  

Parking ......................................................................................................................................................................................... Tom Lansford 

Patrol Boats ......................................................................................................................................................................................John Rosetti 

Press Boats ................................................................................................................................................................................... Bill Brundidge 

Program/Sponsors .................................................................................................................................................................... Dina Hitt Rosetti 

Publicity ........................................................................................................................................................................................... Jim Keating 

Race Committee ........................................................................................................................................................................Clinton Edwards 

Registration .............................................................................................................................................................................. Weezie Kennedy 

Scoring ...................................................................................................................................................................................... Martha Heausler 

Scoreboard ......................................................................................................................................................................... Donald Chamberlain 

Snack Bar ........................................................................................................................................................... Roger Erickson / Mike Hansen 

Sunday Service ....................................................................................................................................................................... Rev. Ted Dawson 

Trophy Presentation ....................................................................................................................................................................... Amy Kramer 

Volunteer Coordinators ...................................................................................................................................................................... Kim Uram  

Weigh-In ........................................................................................................................................................................................ Ann Edwards 

 



G.Y.A. Past Commodores 
1920  J.H. Cross* 
  Pensacola 
1921  Byrd Enochs* 
  Biloxi 
  J. P. Moore* 
  Biloxi  
1922  H. Falk* 
  Houston 
1923  E. G. Quina* 
  Pensacola 

1924  W. Milton Miller, M.D.* 
  Southern 
1925  A. L. Gandy* 
  St. Petersburg 
1926  E. B. Overton* 
  Eastern Shore 
1927  J. M. Kinabrew, Sr.* 
  Southern 
1928 - 1929  J. S. Bonner* 
  Houston 
1930  A. Clark* 
  Sarasota 
1931 - 1935  R. G. Patterson* 
  Pensacola 
1936 - 1939    Auguste Capdevielle* 
  Southern 
1940 - 1941  H. Hilton Green, Sr.* 
  Pensacola 

1942 - 1943  Leslie P. Beard* 
  Southern 

1944 - 1945  Frank B. Wood* 
  Southern 

1946  Wallace Chapman* 
  Biloxi 
1947  Thomas P. Kroutter* 
  Mobile 

1948  George P. Hopkins* 
  Gulfport 
1949  George W. Rifley 
  St. Petersburg 

1950  Fred Clark* 
  Buccaneer 
1951  Cal Weiss* 
  Mobile 

1952  Eugene Taylor* 
  Pensacola 

1953  J. Gilbert Scheib* 
  Southern 

1954  Authur Tipping* 
  Pass Christian 
1955  Wilton Duncan* 
  St. Andrews Bay 
1956  Jack W. Bonnell 
  Fairhope  
1957  J. Alvin Weinfurter* 
  Bay-Waveland  

1958  Larry Beauvais, Jr.*
  Mobile 

1959  Finley B. Hewes, Jr.* 
  Gulfport 

1960  Eugene D. Liddy, M.D.*
  Sarasota 

1961  Marshall J. Brown* 
  Ft. Walton 

1962  Nofie D. Alfonzo* 
  Gulfport 

1963  Walter Seymour* 
  Biloxi 

1964  Dr. Howard Rees* 
  St. Petersburg 
1965  Alan Sheppard* 
  Pensacola 
1966  Foster B. Pflegler* 
  Buccaneer 
1967  J. W. “Rip” Terrell** 
  Pass Christian 
1968  Henry Chapman* 
  Bay-Waveland 
1969  Robert G. Hughes* 
  Southern 

1970  William Perry Brown* 
  Pass Christian 
1971  Lawrence C. Sommers* 
  New Orleans 
  Harry Martinez* 
  (Honorary) 
1972  Allen Douglas* 
  St. Andrews Bay 

1973  Dr. Eldon L. Bolton* 
  Biloxi 
1974  Henry E. Lampe* 
  Jackson 
1975  William M. Ellis* 
  Southern 
1976  George C Criminale, Sr* 
  Mobile 
1977  Joseph D. Alfonso* 
  Gulfport 
1978  Lewis B. Pollak 
  Pensacola 

1979  Michael S. Johnson 
  Ft. Walton 

1980  Daniel B. Killeen* 
  Southern 
1981  Roy L. Sellers, Jr.* 
  Buccaneer 
1982  Henry G. Chapman 
  Bay-Waveland 
1983  Robert k. Boyle* 
  Pensacola 
1984  Jerry J. Ellis* 
  Biloxi 
1985  Thomas D. Beery, Jr. 
  Singing River 
1986  William F. Dietrich 
  Pontchartrain 
1987  George P. Hopkins* 
  Gulfport 
1988  Charles L. Dees*  
  Fairhope 
1989  C.E. (Ted) McLane*
  St. Andrews Bay 
1990  John A. Oerting, Jr. 
  Pensacola 
1991  Lloyd J. Parsons* 
  New Orleans 
1992  William W. Weatherly** 
  Gulfport 
  Basil Kennedy 
  Bay-Waveland 
1993  George Brothers* 
  Mobile 
1994  Lawrence W. Taggart, Jr. 
  Southern 
1995  John B. Morrow 
  St. Andrews Bay 

1996  Robert L. Mace 
  Fairhope 
1997  Frank C. Allen, Jr.* 
  Pass Christian 
1998  François D. Vaillant* 
  Pensacola 
1999  Robert J. Bailey* 
  Gulfport 
2000  Stewart R. Barnett, Jr.* 
  Southern 
2001  Ken K. Kleinschrodt 
  Buccaneer 
2002  Walter G. Chamberlain* 
  Bay-Waveland 
2003  Norton W. Brooker, Jr.* 
  Mobile 
2004  Calvin (Cal) Jones, III* 
  Ft. Walton 
2005  James P. (Jim) O’Neal 
  Lake Arthur 

2006  Janet Miller-Schmidt 
  Pontchartrain 
2007  Thomas (Tom) Batty 
   Mobile/Buccaneer 
2008  Ronald “Ron” Richards*
  Pensacola 
2009  Judy Reeves 
  Bay-Waveland 
2010  David Bolyard   
  Pontchartrain  
2011  John H. Matthews  
  Pensacola  
2012  Pete O’Neal * 
  Buccaneer  
2013  Danny Killeen, Jr. 
  Pass Christian 
2014  Ewell C. “Corky” Potts 
  Southern  
2015  George F. Goodall 
  Fort Walton 
2016  Catherine Cromartie

  Fairhope 
2017  Michael G. Hage  
  Gulfport 
2018  J.C. “Chris” Luppens

  Mobile  
2019  Shan Kirk 
  Southern   
2020    Jimmy Ruthven 
  St. Andrews 
2021  Jimmy Ruthven 
  St. Andrews  
 
 
 
 
 
 
*  Deceased 
**Posthumously awarded Honorary Commodore 
 

 



Past Winners - Sir Thomas Lipton Challenge Trophy 

1920 Pensacola Yacht Club 

1921 Eastern Shore Yacht Club 

1922 Southern Yacht Club tied with

 Pensacola Yacht Club 

1923 Pensacola Yacht Club 

1924 Pensacola Yacht Club 

1925 Southern Yacht Club 

1926 Eastern Shore Yacht Club 

 Tied with St. Petersburg 

 Yacht Club 

1927 Pensacola Yacht Club tied with  

 Southern Yacht Club 

1928 Mobile Yacht Club 

1929 Pensacola Yacht Club 

1930 Sarasota Yacht Club 

1931 Sarasota Yacht Club 

1932 Sarasota Yacht Club 

1933 Pensacola Yacht Club 

1934 Buccaneer Yacht Club 

1935 Pensacola Yacht Club 

1936 Pensacola Yacht Club 

1937 Biloxi Yacht Club 

1938 Southern Yacht Club 

1939 Southern Yacht Club 

1940 Southern Yacht Club 

1941 Southern Yacht Club 

1942 Southern Yacht Club 

1943 Southern Yacht Club 

1944 St. Andrews Bay Yacht Club 

1945 St. Andrews Bay Yacht Club 

 Tied with Southern Yacht Club 

1946 St. Petersburg Yacht Club 

1947 St. Andres Bay Yacht Club 

1948 Gulfport Yacht Club 

1949 Pensacola Yacht Club 

1950 St. Andrews Bay Yacht Club 

1951 St. Petersburg Yacht Club 

1952 Biloxi Yacht Club 

1953 Biloxi Yacht Club  

1954 Biloxi Yacht Club 

1955 Biloxi Yacht Club 

1956 Mobile Yacht Club 

1957 St. Petersburg Yacht Club 

1958 Biloxi Yacht Club 

1959 Southern Yacht Club 

1960 Southern Yacht Club 

1961 Biloxi Yacht Club 

1962 Southern Yacht Club 

1963 Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

1964 St. Andrews Bay Yacht Club 

1965 St. Andrews Bay Yacht Club 

1966 Biloxi Yacht Club 

1967 St. Andrews Bay Yacht Club 

1968 New Orleans Yacht Club 

1969 Pensacola Yacht Club 

1970 Pensacola Yacht Club 

1971 Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

1972 Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

1973 Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

1974 Southern Yacht Club 

1975 New Orleans Yacht Club 

1976 Southern Yacht Club 

1977 Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

1978  Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

1979 Southern Yacht Club 

1980 Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

1981 Pensacola Yacht Club  

1982 Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

1983 Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

1984 Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

1985 Southern Yacht Club 

1986 Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

1987 Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

1988 Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

1989 Pass Christian Yacht Club 

1990 Southern Yacht Club 

1991 Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

1992 Southern Yacht Club 

1993 Pass Christian Yacht Club 

1994 Southern Yacht Club 

1995 Pass Christian Yacht Club 

1996 New Orleans Yacht Club 

1997 New Orleans Yacht Club 

1998 Pass Christian Yacht Club 

1999 Pass Christian Yacht Club 

2000 Pass Christian Yacht Club 

2001 Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

2002 Pass Christian Yacht Club 

2003 Southern Yacht Club 

2004 Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

2005 Hurricane Katrina 

2006 Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

2007 Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

2008 Buccaneer Yacht Club 

2009 Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

2010 Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

2011 Pass Christian Yacht Club 

2012 Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

2013 Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

2014 Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

2015 Bay-Waveland Yacht Club 

2016 Pass Christian Yacht Club 

2017 Pass Christian Yacht Club  

2018 Southern Yacht Club 
2019 Bay Waveland Yacht Club 

2020 Not Sailed—COVID-19 

2021 Bay Waveland Yacht Club 

    

The Winning Club Scores 
    
      Following the 100th Lipton Cup Regatta of 2021 at SYC 

 
Bay-Waveland Yacht Club  26 wins 
Southern Yacht Club   19 wins and 3 ties 
Pensacola Yacht Club   11 wins and 2 ties 
Pass Christian Yacht Club  10 wins 
Biloxi Yacht Club    8 wins 
St. Andrews Bay Yacht Club   6 wins and 1 tie 
New Orleans Yacht Club   4 wins 
St. Petersburg Yacht Club   3 wins and 1 tie 
Sarasota Yacht Club      3 wins 
Mobile Yacht Club    2 wins 
Buccaneer Yacht Club    2 wins 
Eastern Shore Yacht Club   1 win and 1 tie 
Gulfport Yacht     1 win 















 

 GOOD LUCK  
BWYC Lipton Team 

 
Com. Steve  & Chelise  

Benvenutti   
1995 

Mac Hadden & Corky Hadden 



 

$4  
All Day  

Special 





 

Good Luck BWYC 

Lipton Team 

In the 

101st Sir Thomas  

Lipton Challenge 







Winners of the  
Tim Murray Memorial Trophy 

 
1997  Lake Arthur Yacht Club 

1998  Biloxi Yacht Club 
1999  Fort Walton Yacht Club 

1999  Pontchartrain Yacht Club 
2001  Navy Yacht Club 

2002  New Orleans Yacht Club 
2003  Jackson Yacht Club 
2004  Jackson Yacht Club 

2005  Not Sailed 
2006  Buccaneer Yacht Club 

2007  Pelican Yacht Club 
2008  Birmingham Sailing Club 
2009  Long Beach Yacht Club 

2010  Mobile Yacht Club 
2011  Long Beach Yacht Club 

2012  Southern Yacht Club 
2013  St. Andrews Bay Yacht Club 

2014  Long Beach Yacht Club 
2015  Biloxi Yacht Club 

2016  Gulfport Yacht Club 
2017  St. Andrews Bay Yacht Club 

2018  Fairhope Yacht Club 
2019  Buccaneer Yacht Club 

2020  Not Awarded 
2021  Gulfport Yacht Club 



To All  Spectator Boats: 

Please follow the instructions 

of the Green Flag Patrol 

Boats.  They are here to help us 

run a fair regatta. 



Lipton Sportsmanship Trophy 

Past Winners 
 

2021 Biloxi Yacht Club 

2020 Not Sailed—COVID –19 

2019 Gulfport Yacht Club 

2018 Pontchartrain Yacht Club 

2017 Buccaneer Yacht Club 

2016 Mobile Yacht Club 

2015 St. Andrews Bay  

2014 Buccaneer Yacht Club 

2013 Buccaneer Yacht Club 

2012 Biloxi Yacht Club 

2011 Pontchartrain Yacht Club 

2010 Long Beach Yacht Club 

2009 Fairhope Yacht Club 

2008 Pass Christian Yacht Club 

2007 Buccaneer Yacht Club 

2006 Buccaneer Yacht Club 

2005 Regatta canceled/Katrina 

2004 Pontchartrain Yacht Club 

2003 Pass Christian Yacht Club 

2002 Buccaneer Yacht Club 

2001 Gulfport Yacht Club 

2000 New Orleans Yacht Club 

1999 Buccaneer Yacht Club 

1998 Birmingham Sailing Club 

1997 New Orleans Yacht Club 

1996 Birmingham Sailing Club 

1995 Pensacola Yacht Club 

1994 Pass Christian Yacht Club 

1993 Mobile Yacht Club 

1992 Lake Forest Yacht Club 

1991 Southshore Yacht Club 



 

 

  The BWYC Flag 
Officers  

thank all our volunteers 
and staff for their hard work 

making our  
2022 Sir Thomas Lipton Challenge 

guests feel at home 

 

John M. Rosetti, III, CIC, CMS 
(228) 860-1023 

john@betzrosetti.com 

2304 19
th
 Street, Suite 102 

Gulfport, MS 39501 
(228) 701-0200 Office 
www.betzrosetti.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Good Luck 
BWYC Lipton Team in the  

101st Sir Thomas  
Lipton Challenge 



 

A Tribute to Sir Thomas Lipton 
 

 Born in Glasgow in 1850, Sir Thomas Lipton was best known for the tea that bears his name and for his 
indomitable spirit in attempting to win the “America's Cup” in his famous Shamrocks. Some of the things you may 
not know about the man perhaps deserve being mentioned since this regatta bears his name. 
 As a boy, he was a cabin boy in the merchant fleet, worked in a New England grocery store, drove a mule-
drawn streetcar in New Orleans, traveled for a portrait firm, labored on tobacco plantations in South Carolina and 
Virginia and, while still in his teens, returned to Scotland to open his own grocery store. 
 He was an innovator in publicity stunts for advertising, once having a parade of pigs dressed in kilts to 
advertise his Scottish bacon and occasionally hiding sovereigns in his cheese and tea bags to spur sales. This flair for 
merchandising led him to be a millionaire by the age of twenty-one. 
 Yachts were his passion and he built and owned several; the most famous, of course, were the five 
Shamrocks he built to challenge for the America’s Cup. They made unsuccessful attempts in 1899, 1902, 1903, 1920 
and 1930, with Shamrock IV coming the closest to winning when it competed with Cornelius Vanderbilt's Resolute in 
1920.  
 Though Sir Thomas never emerged victorious in the  America’s Cup Challenge, he gained the admiration 
and respect on both sides of the Atlantic for the sportsmanship he demonstrated in his losing efforts. This was best 
demonstrated by the fact that following the 1930 event, a Lipton Loving Cup Fund was established and in 1930 Will 
Rogers presented an 18 carat gold cup to Sir Thomas on behalf of the American people for his good 
sportsmanship...the same year the Royal Yacht Club of England conferred membership on Lipton in recognition of 
what he had done for yachting in his various America’s Cup challenges. 
 Those of us who have been participants or spectators in the Labor Day weekend Lipton Regatta over the 
years, are likewise, indebted to Sir Thomas for having made yachting more meaningful to the yacht clubs of the Gulf 
Yachting Association thru his presentation of the Lipton challenge Trophy. And may we suggest, that sometime 
before the regatta ends, each of you “hoist one” in memory of Sir Thomas, the man whose trophy we sail for this 
weekend. 






